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Synopsis

This groundbreaking book, first published in 1982, is the story of two teenage girls whose friendship
blossoms into love and who, despite pressures from family and school that threaten their
relationship, promise to be true to each other and their feelings. Of the author and the book, the
Margaret A. Edwards Award committee said, "Nancy Garden has the distinction of being the first
author for young adults to create a lesbian love story with a positive ending. Using a fluid, readable
style, Garden opens a window through which readers can find courage to be true to
themselves."The 25th Anniversary Edition features a full-length interview with the author by
Kathleen T. Horning, Director of the Cooperative Children’s Book Center. Ms. Garden answers such
revealing questions as how she knew she was gay, why she wrote the book, censorship, and the
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book’s impact on readers & “ then and now.
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Customer Reviews

Annie on My Mind is not hip. It is not the seminal (excuse me, ovarial) novel Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita
Mae Brown. It is not the 1995 film "The Incredibly True Adventure of Two Girls in Love." It is not a
sexy, rollicking romp that takes us from the softball field into the bedroom. It is not a political/erotic

expose of young New York lesbians.What Annie on My Mind is is a gentle love story told with



restraint and tenderness by Nancy Garden. Liza and Annie are two 17-year-old New Yorkers who
meet, become friends, and slowly realize that their feelings encompass more than friendship. They
are confused, curious, tentative and intense with each other. They have no road map to guide their
emotions and behavior, no understanding friends or adults to reassure them or to celebrate their
relationship. Their love for each other feels so natural and good that neither is ashamed of the
relationship, but they still keep it a secret from everyone in their lives.Many of us wish to find
ourselves in literature, to have our own story reflected in the pages of the novels we read. When we
do find such stories, the experience is so exciting and validating that we are willing to forgive any
imperfections in the book. It's just so wonderful to discover kindred souls, and to find out that others
have been through similar experiences.Such is the case with Annie on My Mind. It tells the story
that many young LBQ (Lesbian, Bisexual, Questioning) women experience, and as such is the kind
of "normalizing" of homosexuality that many teenagers can’t get elsewhere. The imperfections are
minor, but worth noting, particularly in today’s irony-saturated media.
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